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Dear Reader,

I wish you a Very Happy New Year 2021

I am with you again almost after three months. Three months
is quite a long time. Lots of things keep happening in the world
around us. You all have recently celebrated the festival of Diwali
and Christmas with great fervour and joy. It is these festivals
which bring happiness in our daily lives from time to time. So I
convey my very warm wishes to you all.

’I would like to start by saying that we need to strive ahead
during this pandemic as COVID warriors. I am proud to state
that I have recently received an award for the outstanding
contribution during this COVD-19 pandemic, from the Hon.
Governor of Maharashtra, Shri Bhagat Singh Koshyari. I thank
all the staff and students of the institute for enabling the
continuous efforts towards prevention of COVID-19. As reported
by the UN the global crisis of COVID-19 is deepening the pre-
existing inequalities, exposing the extent of exclusion and
highlighting that work on disability inclusion is imperative.
Persons with disabilities, especially persons with hearing
impairment are one of the most excluded groups in our society
and are among the hardest hit in this crisis in terms of
intervention, education and rehabilitation. Hence there is a need
to treat disability inclusion as an essential condition to upholding
human rights, new national educational policy, sustainable
development for peace and security for ‘AtmaNirbhar Bharat’.
It is also central to the promise of the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) to leave no one
behind.  We should remember that the commitment to realizing
the rights of persons with hearing disabilities is not only a matter
of justice; it is an investment in the common future of our country.

In this last quarter, we had several programs, visits of VIPs,
beginning of hostel construction work and meetings using digital
platforms, through online classes and webinars. We had
celebrated on 3rd December as the International Day of
Persons with Disabilities (IDPD),  in a limited manner.  Please
continue to take care of yourself and your families. I am sure
we will have a better year ahead. Please keep following all the
instructions of the government of India, such as 'do-gaz doori'
[six feet of distance], hand sanitization and wear masks, as
vaccines are on the anvil.

(Dr. Suni Mathew)

Chief Editor

FROM CHIEF EDITOR’S DESK
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INSTITUTE CELEBERATES
INTERNATIONAL DAY OF PERSONS
WITH DISABILITIES

On 3rd December 2020 AYJNISHD(D)
celebrated the International Day of
Persons with Disabilities (IDPD). On this
Day WHO joins partners to celebrate 'A
day for all’. According to the UN, this
theme reflects a growing understanding
that disability is part of the human
condition.  In 2020, the UN’s theme was
‘Building Back Better: toward a disability-
inclusive, accessible and sustainable
post-COVID-19 World’. WHO supported
this theme by underlining an inclusive
culture and responding to the urgent need
of people with disability in all aspects of
society, especially during the COVID-19
pandemic. Welcoming Shri Ramdas
Athawale, the Hon. Minister of State for
Social Justice & Empowerment, Govt. of
India, Dr Suni Mathew, thanked him for
sparing his time to preside over the
function at the Institute. She expressed
her gratitude on behalf of the institute and
the Deaf community for having donated
25 Lakhs, prize money which he received
from ‘Kon Hoil Marathi Crorepati’. This
fund is for the use of those who require
financial assistance for repair of
components of cochlear implants (CI) and
other repairable parts for CI.
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A function was conducted to mark the
occasion at the institute in which Shri
Ramdas Athawale, Hon. Minister of State
for Social Justice and Empowerment, Govt.
of India was the Chief Guest. During the
program, he addressed the audience,
consisting of staff, students and parents of
cochlear implanted children.

He also released a book titled - Pre-CI
Counseling module-ADIP CI Program’.
While speaking on the occasion Hon.
Minister said that the book will be a good
guide for the parents of the children who
are identified for cochlear implant program
under the ADIP scheme of Govt. of India.
He also appreciated the efforts of the
contributors to the Book, Dr Aparna
Nadurkar, Mrs Ravali P. Mathur, and Mrs
Ketaki Borkar. Hon. Minister hailed the
efforts of the institute staff and students for
making the IDPD a fruitful one. Dr Arun
Banik, HOD, SLP proposed the vote of
thanks, after the function that was
conducted in the conference hall. The
program was reported by Doordarshan
Channel ‘Sahyadri’ in the evening news.
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AYJNISHD (D) DEVELOPS ADIP PRC-CI
COUNSELLING MODULE

On 3rd December AYJNISHD(D) released the

pre-Cochlear Implant (CI) counselling module in

a book format during a function. The book is the

result of the contributions by Dr Aparna

Nandurkar (Dept. of Audiology), Ms Ravali Mathur

(Dept. of Speech0Language Pathology) and Ms

Ketaki Borkar (Dept. of Audiology). The book

highlights the significance of pre-cochlear

iimplant counselling to parents of the identified

beneficiaries to make the choice of treatment

options for persons with severe to profound

hearing loss. In fact, according to the World

Health Organisation (WHO) 2018, over 5% of

the world’s population have disabling hearing loss

and prevalence of hearing impairment in India is

around 6.3%.  The counselling module stresses

the importance of providing informed choice to

the parents and identified beneficiaries. The
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module includes a template for reporting and a
questionnaire in English and Hindi. It is pertinent
to note that the module provides, links to audio-
visual resources for various type of information
on the cochlear implant.The book was released
during a function conducted at the Institute on
3rd December 2020 by Shri Ramdas Athawale,
Hon. Minister of State for Social Justice and
Empowerment, Govt. of India. He also
appreciated Dr. Suni Mathew for having
recieved the award for her outstanding
contribution during COVID 19 pandemic from
the Hon. Governor of Maharashtra Shri Bhagat
Singh Koshyari in presence of Adv. Ashish
Shelar, MLA at the Raj Bhavan on 1st Nov.2020.

VIRTUAL ORIENTATION TRAINING ON
THE USE OF DHVANI KIT- FOR NORTH
EASTERN STATES

The Socio-Economic Rehabilitation
Department of AYJNISHD, Mumbai in
collaboration with Balvidyalya Trust, Chennai
conducted the five days virtual orientation
training from 19th to 23rd Oct.2020 for the
usage of ‘Dhvani Kit’. The participants of the
program included 25 special educators from
various organizations from North-Eastern
states. Dr Suni Mathew, Director, AYJNISHD,
Mumbai inaugurated the orientation training and
provided the guidelines. Dr Meera, Principal,
Balvidalaya Trust, Chennai was the Host of the
programme.
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AYJNISHD (D) CONDUCTS  IMED-EL
PRODUCT TRAINING- MAPPING
AND TROUBLE SHOOTING

Realizing the significance of human resource

development in the area of Cochlear Implant

and related services, ADIP CI- Post-

Operative Rehabilitation Unit of AYJNISHD

(D) conducted ‘MED-EL Product Training-

Mapping & Troubleshooting’ workshop

between 31st October and 2nd November

2020 at the Institute. The program was

attended by 20 rehabilitation professionals

(Audiologists & Speech Therapists & Special

Educators (HI).

The objective of the workshop was to train

participants in troubleshooting, care and

maintenance of CI and how to do effective

mapping of the implant. The resource

persons were from MEDEL company. The

sessions were skill-based, which helped the

participants to have a better understanding

of the topics covered. The participants opined

that all sessions were highly informative.
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AYJNISHD (D) CONDUCTS
SEMINAR ON SPEECH &
LANGUAGE CERTIFICATION

Department of Speech and Language
Pathology of AYJNISHD (D) organized a
seminar on ‘speech and language disability
certification’ on 10th November and 29th
December 2020. The target group of the
program were  Speech-language
pathologists & students of BASLP and
MASLP courses. During the seminar, the
participants were provided with information
on Introduction to speech and language
disability certif ication, its procedure,
challenges involved. The resource persons
also discussed various type of cases for
speech disability certification. The seminar
was attended by 80 participants. The seminar
was organized with the objectives to achieve
an understanding of speech and language
disability certification and to empower ASLP’s
about procedures of speech and language
disability certification through webinar
platform at two phases.

The resource persons included Ms Rajshri
Maule, and Dr Chavan, who spoke about the
significance of various aspects of speech and
language disability certification as per the
Government of India Gazette notification of
norms/guidelines and challenges faced by
ASLPs.The seminar enabled the participants
to have a better understanding of the speech
and language disability certification and how
to overcome challenges in certification.
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OESD DEVELOPS SOP FOR
CAMPS DURING COVID-19
PANDEMIC
The Outreach and Extension Services
Department of AYJNISHD, Mumbai, following
the guidelines of Ministry of Home Affairs(MHA)
designed a Standard Operating Procedures
(SOPs) for the conduct of diagnostic and fitment
service camps under ADIP scheme of Govt. of
India. The details of the SOPs are the following:

1)Dates of camp should be decided as per the
convenience of GO/NGOs and OESD/RCs/
CRCs.

2)Once the consent is given by OESD/RCs/
CRCs, the GO/NGOs should then send the
request letter through District Administration.

GOs/NGOs should be informed the
following prior to the Camps:

1)Not more than 50 patients should be called
(provided two audiologists are there in the
team) in a day. For every ten patients, an
interval of one and a half hours should be
maintained. Patients/parents should have
prior information about their time of arrival
at the campsite and this should be followed
strictly.

2)Adult patients below the age of 65 without
co-morbidities should be encouraged to
attend the camp alone unless he/she needs
a companion for help.“3)Prior intimation to
the patients by GO/NGOs  about the
following:

If on the day of camp, the answer is ‘Yes’ to
any of the following questions, patients
should be requested not to attend the camp.

1.Do you come from a containment zone?

2. Do you or anyone in your household have
coronavirus?

3.Do you have a cough? 4.Do you have a
light temperature (37.8 c or more)? 5.Do you
have loss or change in your sense of smell
or taste? 6.Does your child, who needs to
be tested, has any of the above?

These questions should be answered on the
camp day at the campsite, before registration
of the patients for their hearing assessment
to ensure that they are well and only then
they should be allowed to stay back at the
campsite.

All patients should use the face-mask and
maintain social distancing throughout their
presence at the campsite.

Patient should be informed in advance to
bring all the following documents to get
hearing aid(s) under ADIP scheme of Govt.
of India.

I)Copy of Aadhaar Card.

II)Copy of recent monthly/annual income
certificate.

III)Copy of hearing disability certificate.

IV)Two recent passport size photograph.

(Note: original documents should also be
brought for verification.)
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NEWS FROM REGIONAL CENTRE
SECUNDERABAD

Secunderabad Regional centre of
AYJNISHD(D) observed  'National
Constitution Day' on 26th November 2020.
This was done following the COVID-19
protocols. The program was conducted in
the seminar hall, with staff & students as
participants. The Preamble of the
Constitution was read in English and Hindi
language. Besides, two webinars were
conducted by legal experts to educate staff,
students and professionals about the Indian
Constitution. Professor N. Venkateshwarlu,
College of Law, Osmania University,
Hyderabad delivered a lecture on the topic
‘Constitutional Values and Fundamental
Principles of the Indian Constitution’.  There
were 33 participants who attended the
program.  Another lecture was given by Shri.
Srikanth Madireddy, Advocate of High Court
of Telangana, Hyderabad,  were 24
participants discussed and shared their
views on the Indian Constitution.
Demonstrating the awareness about Indian
constitution, an elocution competition was
held on ‘How will I uphold Constitutional
Values’ for students, staff and professionals
through Social Media. Shri. G V M Hari
Prasad took the Oath with staff and
students.

REGIONAL CENTRE SECUNDERABAD

OF AYJNISHD(D) OBSERVED IDPD

Considering the significance and the need
to create awarness in the society, regional
centre of Secunderabad of AYJNISHD(D)
observed International Day of Persons with
Disabilities on 3rd December 2020 in
coordination of the Telangana Vikalangula
and Innovations Cell, Govt. Of Telangana.

An exhibition of  inhouse developed
equipments and services offered were
displayed at the Hite Grounds, Necklace
Road, on 3rd December 2020.

Minister for Municipal and Urban
Developmentn, Govt of Telangana, Shri. K
.T . Rama Rao inaugurated and visited  stall

displayed in the exhibition.
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WEBINARS ON TECHNOLOGICAL
ENHANCEMENTS AT REGIONAL
CENTRE SECUNDERABAD

Webinar on Technological Enhancements for
the students and practitioners of ASLP on the
Topic ‘Introduction to Transducers and Signal
Acquisition techniques’ was conducted on 29th
October 2020. Dr. D. Suman Reddy, Asst.
Professor, Bio Medical Engineering, Osmania
University, Hyderabad  deliberated on various
topic along with Mr.P.Jeethendra, Lecturer
(electronics). There were 60 participants that
participated in the webinar based
orientation,that was conducted in a series
format from October to December 2020.

The patron of the webinar series was Dr Suni
Mathew, Director AYJNISHD(D), who provided
guidelines in the usage of inclusive technology.
Besides resource persons drawn from various
technology centres deliberated on various
topics. The resource persons included Dr D.
Suman Reddy, Asst. Professor, BioMedical
Engineering, Osmania University, Hyderabad,
who deliberated about the ‘Introduction to
Automatic speech & speaker recognition for
persons with speech & hearing impairment’ on
27th November 2020.

.

Another webinar on Technological
Enhancements for the students and practitioners
of ASLP on the Topic ‘Introduction to Tele
Technology in speech & Hearing rehabilitation’
by Mr P.Jeethendra, Lecturer (electronics)  was
conducted on 23rd December 2020. Resource
persons were Dr Ajish Abraham, Professor,
Electronics and Acoustics of AIISH Mysuru, Dr
D. Suman Reddy, Asst. Professor, BioMedical
Engineering, Osmania University, Hyderabad
were among the resource persons. A total of 40
persons benefited from this webinar-based
programme
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CRC BHOPAL MAKES PLEDGE
FOR CORONA PREVENTION

On 8th October 2020, a ‘Jan Andolan’
pledge on various measures of COVID 19
prevention was taken by the staff and
students of Composite Regional Centre,
(CRC) Bhopal. The link of this pledge was
communicated to various NGOs and DPOs
also through the Disability Information Line
(DIL). A banner on handwashing, mask
usage and social distancing was also
displayed at the main gate of the premises
in CRC-Bhopal. Other activities for creating
awareness for the prevention of COVID-
19 included information to 'divyangjan'
beneficiaries and participants of webinars
on corona prevention measures on a day
to day basis.

CRC-BHOPAL OBSERVES MENTAL
HEALTH WEEK

Mental health week was observed by CRC
Bhopal from 5th Oct. to 9th Oct. 2020.  The
programme was initiated with a special
Radio talk on 'mental health' on AIR
programme ‘Namaskaar Bhopal’ on 7th
Oct. 2020 by Dr IB Kumar, Asst professor

iin clinical psychology at CRC-Bhopal. The
All India Radio talk was about making the
general public aware of the significance of
positive attitude and sharing stress with near
and dear ones. It emphasized the need to
have happiness and stress-free environment
in the family and society.  The mental health
week was organised with various webinars
for staff, students and parents of 'divyangjan'
beneficiaries on topics of good mental health
and usage of strategies for coping with
mental stress.  On 5th Oct. 2020, the webinar
was conducted for the staff of CRC-Bhopal
and on 6th Oct. 2020, a separate webinar
conducted for the students that included 65
participants from various parts of the country.
However, the specific webinar on mental
health for parents of 'divyangjan'
beneficiaries resulted in 35 participants from
the state.
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CRC-BHOPAL CONDUCTS SKILL
IDENTIFICATION & TRAINING

An offline program on skill identification and
training for persons with disabilities was
organised in collaboration with the SOS
Children’s Village on 20th Oct. 2020 at
Khajuri Kalan, SOS village, in Bhopal. The
training program participants included 60
mothers from SOS village and other staff of
SOS Village.

During the training program, technical inputs
were provided on vocational skill training
based on the identification of their potentials.
Besides information about various funding
agencies and skill, appropriate training
modalities were also provided to the
participants. The participants provided good
feedback and responded that they realised
the importance of skill training at the
appropriate age for further development of
manpower and for socio-economic
rehabilitation.

CRC-BHOPAL & ATMANIRBHAR BHARAT

Realizing the potentials of persons with
disabilities, CRC-Bhopal initiated work with
NGOs and self-help groups on 1st
December 2020. An orientation program
was conducted for the NGOs and DPOs in
Madhya Pradesh. The program used the
webinar platform to orient“them on
organisational strategies, services for
'divyangjan', schemes for 'divyangan'
leading to Atmanirbhar Bharat.  Presidents
of various self-help groups and societies of
Divyangjan such as Madhya Pradesh

branch Multiple sclerosis society of India,
Divyang Sahayta Samiti were speakers in
the webinar. More than  100  participants
attended the programme,  benefited by the
information.

CRC-BHOPAL OBSERVES IDPD

On 3rd Dec. 2020, CRC-Bhopal observed
the International Day of Persons with
Disabilities(IDPD) through various activities
and programs. The officer in Charge of
Composite Regional Centre (CRC) Bhopal,
Dr G.A Joshi, delivered a talk on
Doordarshan Madhya Pradesh and at the
AIR Bhopal on 11th Nov. 2020 related to
Corona awareness and importance of hand
wash, sanitisation techniques and mask
usage for prevention among persons with
disabilities.
CRC-AHMEDABAD REACHES OUT TO
INDUSTRY WORKERS

CRC-Ahmedabad reached out to industry
workers in  Ahmedabad GIDC area with
hearing assessment services.The hearing
assessment camp was conducted at Sympol
Production Pvt. Ltd, Neeta Engineering Pvt.
Ltd., Odhav,  Ahmedabad in the month of
Oct & Dec 2020. A total 85 industrial workers
belonging to GIDC area were assessed for
their hearing and provided referall services.




