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Dear Friends of AYJNISHD(D)!
Welcome to July-September’s newsletter!

It is another academic year that is ahead that brings in lots of
budgeting and plan of action in 2022. In this quarter, we had
several programs and meetings using hybrid platforms, online
and offline. We had also several significant days of celebrations
which included the institute’s day, 76th Independence day,  World
Deaf Day, Sign Language Day  in a great manner.

The Monsoon season has just got over with lots of showers of
blessings on all of us. Our institute has made a new research
strides in the rehabilitation of children with disabilities, with 9
PhD in the field of Audiology and Speech Language Pathology
from our Institute as a research centre under MUHS.

I am happy to share with all of you we in our institute has made
special efforts to celebrate the ‘Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav’ in
a grand manner with several activitites.  It is an initiative of the
Government of India to celebrate and commemorate 75 years
of progressive India and the glorious history of its people, culture
and achievements. ‘Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav’ is an embodiment
of all that is progressive about India’s socio-cultural, political
and economic identity.

The official journey of  ‘Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav’ commences
on 12th March 2021 which starts a 75-week countdown to our
75th anniversary of Independence and will end post a year on
15th August 2023. We as an institute joined this initiative through
several programs, such as camps for screening, diagnosis and
fitment services, short term programs for training and to
celebrate and commemorate the 75 years of progressive India
towards the new strides in the rehabilitation of speech and
hearing children with disabilities through various programs in
various parts of our country.

While I hope and pray that the current pandemic will end, I
urge everyone to get fully protected with vaccination, during
our continous efforts towards the rehabilitation of persons with
speech and hearing disabilities.

(Dr. Arun Banik)

Director & Chief Editor

FROM CHIEF EDITOR’S DESK
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AZADI KA AMRIT MAHOTSAV

To celebrate the 76th Independence day and
commemorate 75 years of progressive India
and its glorious history, AYJNISHD(D)
organized special events and programmes as
part of the ‘Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav
celebrations. The Honorable Prime Minister,
Shri Narendra Modi flagged off the ‘Padyatra’
(Freedom March) from Sabarmati Ashram,
Ahmedabad and inaugurated the curtain raiser
activities of the ‘Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav’
(India@75).

Honorable  Prime Minister stated that the
launch of the ‘Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav’ 75
weeks before 15 August 2022 will continue till
15th  August, 2023.

The inaugural function began with the
release of the Indian National Anthem in
Indian Sign Language on the Youtube
platform, which was followed by continuous
celebrations on the campus, in a colourful
display of various unique events in the form
of group songs and speeches by students
and staff. The National Anthem in Indian Sign
Language (ISL) which is approved by the
censor board is now available for free

usage by the public. “As part of the
celebrations of Azadi Ka Amrut Mahotsav, the
institute released the Indian National Anthem
in Universal Design. This version of the Indian
National anthem has features of Universal
Design, such as audio/video description for
visually-impaired persons, and Indian Sign
Language and Captions for persons suffering
from hearing disabilities. Captions are
available in 14 Indian Languages and English
Language. The special version of the national
anthem has been released by the institute
today, August 13, 2022.

Universal Design format of Indian National
anthem design and composition that can be
accessed, understood and used to the
greatest extent possible by all people,
regardless of their age, ability or disability.
“Indian National Anthem in Universal Design
enhances the accessibility of our anthem. By
screening this version of the Indian National
Anthem, all Special Schools and
organizations for the visually-impaired
persons and persons suffering from hearing
disability can enable equal participation for
all in the rendition of the national anthem. The
Indian National Anthem in Accessible format
is available on the YouTube channel of the
institute (https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCltp-Me7iLnABDKK_IMTJOg) and in
particular at this playlist (https://youtube.com/
playlist?list=PL8zG3mYP9o0MxPh5L1LFAYUzeY6775vNI)
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INSTITUTE CELEBERATED ITS 39th
ANNUAL DAY

On 9th August this year Institute celebrated in
39th  Annual Day. Post-COVID-19 pandemic
environment, the Annual day was celebrated
through various functions conducted offline at
Head Quarters, Regional Centres and CRCs,
following the pandemic protocols.

This year the Chief Guest for the Annual Day
function was Advocate Ashish Shelar, Former
Mumbai Cricket Association and MLA from
Vandre West. Inaugurating the function  Adv.
Ashish Shelar shared his appreciation to the
staff and students of the institute for its growth
and development in the field of rehabilitation.
Dr Arun Banik, Officiating Director,
AYJNISHD(D) highlighted the achievements of
the Institute during a function and welcomed the
Chief Guest Advocate Ashish Shelar. During
the Annual day function, various programs and
cultural events were conducted at the institute
on 9th August 2022.
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SAMJIK ADHIKARITHA SHIVIR AT
AYJNISHD(D)

On 17th September AYJNISHD(D)
conducted the  ‘Samajik Adhikaritha Shivir’
as part of the ‘Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav’
celebrations and birthday celebration of
honourable Prime Minister Shri Narendra
Modi. In this connection, an inaugural function
was organised at the institute. During the
function,  Union Minister of State for Social
Justice and Empowerment Dr Ramdas
Athawale distributed assistive devices and
aids to Divyangjans under the ADIP Scheme

Speaking on the occasion, Dr Ramdas
Athawale said, “Divyangjans have special
abilities, using which they lead their lives. It
is important that we help them. We need to
guide them to the right path”. Stating that PM
Shri Narendra Modi had coined the term
'Divyangjan'.
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AYJNISHD(D) OBSERVES INTERNATIONAL

DAY OF SIGN LANGUAGE

World Deaf Day is part of the International
Week of the Deaf People which is observed
from September 19 to September 25 this year
2022. The week is an initiative by the World
Federation of the Deaf (WFD) and was first
celebrated back in September 1958 in Rome,
Italy. It is observed during the whole last week
of September to commemorate the month
when the World Congress of the WFD was
organised. Ever since the United Nations
declared 23rd September as the International
Day of Sign Languages, the AYJNISHD(D)
celebrates it every year.

Dr Arun Banik, Director (Officiating) addressed
the students and highlighted the significance
of the inclusion of persons with disabilities in
their work through the usage of Indian Sign
Language. He also stressed the need to learn
ISL like any other language for communication.

AYJNISHD (D) CONDUCTS WORKSHOP
ON ISL

 AYJINISHD(D) in Mumbai conducted a
workshop on International Day of Sign
Languages, for the district social welfare
department staff, in collaboration with
Ayodhya Charitable Trust Pune on 28th
September 2022.

The Master of Arts students of the Psychology
Department of Mumbai University were also
oriented on the significance of Indian Sign
Language and its need to communicate with
persons with hearing impairment, during
their counselling practice as professionals.

A total of 35 students & faculty from the
Psychology Dept. of the University of
Mumbai were apprised about the BASICs
of ISL as a language for communication. This
evinced lots of interest among the students
to learn the language of the Deaf community.
The orientation was conducted by the ISL cell
of AYJNISHD(D).
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REACHING OUT SERVICES OF
AYJNISHD (D) TO NEERPARA
To reach out to the services of AYJNISHD(D),
the Department of Outreach & Extension
Services in Mumbai conducted awareness
& orientation programs and diagnostic and
fitment camps, in various parts of the country.

The diagnostic and fitment service camp and
awareness program on UDID for persons
with speech and hearing disabilities and their
families were conducted in connection with
‘Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav’ (AKAM) from the
camp from 12 to 18th  September at
Neerpara Taluka in Kottayam District of
Kerala. The camp was conducted by
AYJNISHD(D), as per the instructions of the
Ministry of Social Justice & “Empowerment,
at the initiative of Member of Parliament,
Shri Thomas Chazhikadan.

During the camp, a total of  154 persons were
diagnosed and 305 hearing aids were fitted
to the identified beneficiaries under ADIP
scheme of Govt. of India by OESD of
AYJNISHD(D).

REACHING OUT SERVICES OF
AYJNISHD (D) TO KANKANADI
As part of the celebration of ‘Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav’ (AKAM), the OESD of
AYJNISHD(D) reached out its services to the
Kankanadi District of Karnatak state on the
26th to 28th of September  2022. The camp
was organised in collaboration with Fr. Muller’s
Medical College, Kankanadi.

During the diagnostic camp, which was
inaugurated by the Chief guest Shri.
Vedavyasa Kamath, MLA, Mangaluru South
constituency and guest of honour, for the
function, was Dr Kishor Kumar, District Health
Officer, District Kankanadi, Karnataka state.
During camp, a total of  72 persons with
speech and hearing disabilities were
diagnosed and 142 digital programable BTE
hearing aids were fitted under the ADIP
scheme of Govt. of India by OESD of
AYJNISHD(D).
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KOLKATA REGIONAL CENTRE
ORGANISES SPECIAL CAMPS

The Kolkata Regional Centre of AYJNISHD(D)
organised special camps. The special camps
were organised on the occasion of the
‘Azadika Amrit Mahotsav’ to celebrate  75
years of India’s independence and in
connection with the birthday celebration of our
honourable Prime Minister Shri Narendra
Modi. Three special camps in various parts
of West Bengal for identification and fitment
services under the ADIP scheme of Govt. of
India were organised  on 17th to 19th Sept,
and  on 17 at  Chowberia, in 24 Parganas
district.

During the camps, 283 hearing aids were
fitted to the identified beneficiaries. Kolkata
Regional Centre of AYJNISHD(D) also
distributed 98 hearing aids to 62 identified
beneficiaries under the ADIP scheme of Govt.
of India, in a program coordinated by ALIMCO
and NILD during the Samaji Adhikarita Shivir
in NILD campus.

KOLKATA REGIONAL CENTRE
ORGANISES STTP

As part of Celebration of India@75, Bharat
Ka Amrit Mahotsav,  Regional Centre Kolkata
of AYJNISHD(D)  has organised several
Short-Term Training Programmes (STTP).
They included a one-day Orientation program
on ‘Prevention, Early Identif ication &
Rehabilitation” of Speech & Hearing
Disabilities. The program was organised at
the Alipurduar Municipality auditorium, on 19th
September 2022. A total number of 84  ASHA,
Anganwadi Workers & Health workers
attended the programme and benefitted from
the program.

During the short-term training program, the
participants were provided with information
and skills for early identification of children with
speech and hearing disabilities. All the
participants were also provided with
certificates.
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 REGIONAL CENTRE SECUNDERABAD
OBSERVED INTERNATIONAL ISL DAY

AYJNISHD(D) Regional Centre at
Secunderabad observed the International day
of Indian Sign Language with the theme  ‘Sign
languages unites us’ on 23rd September
2022. Mr B.Somaiah, from TCAD
(Divyangjan) staff, was a special invitee to
address the gathering and explained the
basics of Indian Sign Language (ISL).

The whole program was interpreted by Dr
Gouri Shanker Patil and participated by staff
and students of the Secunderabad Regional
Centre as part of the international day for Sign
Language.

REGIONAL CENTRE SECUNDERABAD
GETS EDITORS AWARD

Dr Rajendra Kumar Porika, PhD ASLP has
Received the Award for being the Editor of
the International symposium for Audiological
Medicine Journal, at the Authorities (Scripting
the ideas in the area of Rehabilitation
Sciences) Club Conference from the hands
of Prof. Satyamahapatra, Director of Institute
of Health Sciences, at Vivekananda Kendra,
Bhubaneshwar, India on 14th August 2022

REGIONAL CENTRE SECUNDERABAD
CONDUCTS SAS

On the occasion of the 75th Anniversary of
Independence day celebrations,
AYJNISHD(D) Regional Centre at
Secunderabad Organised a ‘Samajik
Adhikarita Shivir’ (SAS), at Warangal, MGM
Hospital, in collaboration with District Early
Intervention Centre Hanumakonda on 17th
September 2022. The program started with
Live streaming the program through online
Webex platform. During the camp, a total of
102 hearing aid beneficiaries were identified
and 202 hearing aids were fitted under the
ADIP scheme of Govt. of India.

The camp was inaugurated by Dr Sambsiva
Rao District Medical Health Officer. He also
distributed hearing aids to the identified
beneficiaries during the camp, which
consisted of both children and adults from
rural and urban areas.
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COMPOSITE REGIONAL CENTRE OF
AYJNISHD(D) AT NAGPUR CONDUCTS
ASSESSMENT & DISTRIBUTION CAMPS

Composite Regional Centre of AYJNISHD(D)
at Nagpur conducted 2 Days Assessment
Camp at Divyajyoti Special School, Gumthi,
Nagpur on 27th and 28th July 2022. The
program was conducted in collaboration with
Divyajyoti Special School, Gumthi, Nagpur.
Educational & Therapeutic Assessment
Camp for children with Intellectual Disability,
program was held where total of 70 Students
attended the program.

Distribution of Aids and appliances under the
ADIP Scheme was conducted under
Rashtriya Vayoshri Yojana on 25th August
2022 at Reshimbagh Ground, Reshimbagh,
Nagpur. In this connection, a function was
organised, in which Shri. Nitin Gadkari,
Hon’ble Minister to Road Transport and
Highways of India, Govt. of India, was the
Chief Guest and presided over by Dr.
Virendra Kumar, Hon’ble Minister to Minister
to Social Justice and Empowerment, Govt.
of India.

During the function aids and appliances were
distributed to 4670 identified beneficiaries.

Dr. Virendra Ji Kumar, Hon’ble Minister to
Minister to Social Justice and Empowerment,
congratulated and appreciated the efforts
taken to organize such  camp with large
participation. He also appreciated
Composite regional Centre, of AYJNISHD(D)
at Nagpur for their hard work.

COMPOSITE REGIONAL CENTRE OF
AYJNISHD(D) AT NAGPUR CONDUCTS
POSHAN ABHIYAAN

The month of September is observed as
Poshan Maah in India. The whole month i.e.
from September 1 to 30th September 2022,
as part of the national ‘Poshan Abhiyaan’, is
a Government of India initiative. This program
aims to strengthen the efforts to end hunger
and malnutrition. This year the theme of
‘Poshan Maah 2022’ is ‘Mahila aur Swasthya
and Bacha aur Shiksha’.

Keeping the theme in mind, CRC Nagpur of
AYJNISHD(D) celebrated a week’s
programs with mothers of a child with special
needs (CWSN)along with their children.
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