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Dear Reader,

Hello and welcome to July-September’s newsletter!“

I would like to start by saying a big hello to all our staff
and students who are affected in one way or the other
due to COVID-19 and are not able to attend to the regular
work and duties. Please stay safe and follow the
guidelines of local authorities and the Government of
India. We are sure that with at most care and concern
we will be able to fight this pandemic in the days to come.

In this last quarter, we had several programs and
meetings using digital platforms, through webinars. We
had celebrated the institute’s day,  World Deaf week,  in
a limited manner. Some of the significant webinars held
during this quarter included  ‘Early Detection &
Intervention; Cross-Disability Approach, ‘Role of Neural
Plasticity & Critical Age on Auditory Rehabilitation’,
‘Infection Control in Audiology and Speech-Language
Pathology during COVID-19 Pandemic’, ‘Employment,
Self Employment Options and Opportunities for Persons
with Disabilities’, and several others related to the field
of speech and hearing with the help of domain experts.

I continue to share your grief and anxiety during this
COVID-19 pandemic. As a national level institute, we have
initiated and stepped up the preventive measures at all
levels including awareness campaigns, using digital
space, participating in webinars, undergoing pandemic
prevention-related short term training programs, and
enabling various levels of preventive action against the
spread of COVID-19. Despite all problems, the Institute
remained functional with skeletal staff even during the
lockdown, following social distancing norms and
guidelines of Government of India and WHO.

Please take care of yourself and your families. I am sure
all of you are keeping in good health. Please keep
following all the instructions of the government of India,
such as 'do-gaz doori' [six feet of distance], hand
sanitization and wear masks.

(Dr. SuniMathew)

Chief Editor

FROM CHIEF EDITOR’S DESK
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INSTITUTE CELEBERATED ITS 37th
ANNUAL DAY

On 9th August this year Institute
celebrated in 37th  Annual Day. Due to
the COVID-19 pandemic environment, the
Annual day was celebrated through
various functions conducted online at
Head Quarters, Regional Centres and
CRCs.

This year the Chief Guest for the Annual
Day function was Shri. Mrityunjay Jha,
Deputy Secretary, Department of
Empowerment of Persons with
Disabilities, MSJE, New Delhi.
Inaugurating the function  Shri Mrityunjay
Jha shared his appreciation to the staff
and students of the institute for its growth
and development in the field of
rehabilitation.

Dr Suni Mathew, Director, AYJNISHD(D)
highlighted the achievements of the
Institute and welcomed the chief guest.
Dr Varsha Gathoo, HOD/Education
shared the highlights of the program and
various functions of the Institute. Shri.
Suman Kumar, Asst. Director NRC shared
the role of regional centres. Smt. U.
Pratibha I/c HOD Psychology coordinated
the cultural programme online. All the staff
and students got connected using the
internet and webinar platform to celebrate
Annual Day. Dr Gayatri Ahuja was the
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technical head and coordinator of the
programs conducted using the digital
platform.

Dr. Arun Banik, HOD, SLP proposed the
vote of thanks, after the programs organised
using webinar modality.

74th INDEPENDENCE  DAY
CELEBRATED

On 15th August 2020, Institute celebrated
the Independence Day in a limited manner,
following the guidelines of Govt. of India.
Dr Suni Mathew, Director AYJNISHD(D)
hoisted the flag in the premises to mark the
occasion, in front of the gathering of staff
and students at 9.30 am. This was followed
by expression of solidarity to the freedom
fighters of the country, by staff and students
through short speech and patriotic songs.
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AYJNISHD (D) OBSERVES WORLD DEAF
DAY 2020

To commemorate the International Deaf Week,
a series of Webinar containing seven sessions
on ‘My journey towards independent living’ was
conducted by AYJNISHD(D) from 23rd to 30th
September 2020. Shri Kishor Surwade, ISS,
Deputy Director-General, DEPwDs, Ministry of
Social Justice and Empowerment, Govt. of
India was the Chief Guest. Dr Gayatri Ahuja.
AYJNISHD (D), had organized the International
webinar series on the occasion of ‘International
Deaf Week’ from 23rd September to 30th
September 2020.

The program was inaugurated by Shri Kishore
M Surwade, DDG, DEPwDs, MSJ&E. The key
speaker was Prof. Madan Vasishta, Ex-
Professor of Gallaudet University, USA. World
Federation of the Deaf had announced the
theme of the International Week of the Deaf
as ‘Reaffirming Deaf People’s Human Rights’.
Hence the webinar series was organized,
involving the all stakeholders to unite in
endorsing the need to secure and promote the
human rights of the Deaf individuals, as well
as to understand various challenges faced by
them and the strategies they are implementing
to overcome these challenges.  The
participants were given technical inputs
regarding the  need and usage of the
application of technology for independent living
in the society
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The key speakers for the webinar were Prof.
Madan Vasishta, Retd. Professor, Gallaudet
University, USA; Dr Hari Mahalingam,
Former HOD and currently Associate
Professor Department of Chemical Engg
NITK Surathkal, Karnataka, India; Shri.
Sunil Sahasrabudhe, Founder and CEO,
SIGNEX, Mumbai, India;  Shri. Sibaji
Panda, Director, Happy Hands School for
the Deaf, Odisha, India; Shri. Shohan
Konchada, Software Engineer at J P
Morgan Chase & Co Bangalore, India; Shri.
Rakesh K, Computer Sci/Engr at VSSC unit
of ISRO Tvm, India; and Shri. Vijai Pranav,
Legal Manager at Reliance Jio Infocom
Limited, Chennai, India, were the domain
experts. They stressed the need for
inclusive innovation and its application.

The webinar was organised in connection
with the International Deaf Week, to reach
the message of WFD. The International
Week of the Deaf (IWD) is an initiative of
the World Federation of the Deaf (WFD)
and was first launched in 1958 in Rome,
Italy. It is celebrated annually by the global
Deaf Community during the last full week
of September to commemorate the same
month the first World Congress of the WFD
was held. The theme of the 2020
International Week of the Deaf was
“Reaffirming Deaf People’s Human Rights”



AYJNISHD(D) NEWS
Page-4

AYJNISHD (D) CONDUCTS TRAINING IN
EARLY DETECTION  & INTERVENTION

Using the live streaming facility in the
YouTube, AYJNISHD(D) conducted one-
week training in ‘Early Detection and
Intervention’ with a perspective of cross-
disability approach on 14th to 18th September
2020. Hon’ble Minister  Shri Dhananjay
Munde, of Social Justice & Special
Assistance Department of Maharashtra state
and Hon’ble State Minister Dr Vishwajeet
Kadam from Social Justice & Special
Assistance Department from Maharashtra
state were the Chief Guests.

The Guests of Honor included Mr Shyam
Tagade IAS, Ms Tarika Roy IRAS, Ms Prerna
Deshbharatar IAS and Dr Suni Mathew
Director AYJNISHD(D).  This online training
program conducted using the webinar the
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digital platform that enabled more than 10000
persons from various parts of the country to
participate, without any hindrance.

The program was inaugurated on 14th
September 2020 and was conducted by
AYJNISHD(D) in collaboration with the
Commissionerate of Persons with
Disabilities, of Social Justice & Special
Assistance Department of Maharashtra state.
Participants of the program included persons
with disabilities, teachers of the Deaf,
Audiologists and other rehabilitation
professionals and staff from Govt. sector and
NGO sectors. The training focussed on
techniques and parameters for early
detection and intervention methods for
persons with disabilities at various stages of
life from the perspective of cross-disability
approach. Specific inputs were provided to
the participants by the domain experts on the
existing rights of the persons with disabilities
in India and scientif ic methods for
intervention.
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AYJNISHD (D) ORGANISED NATIONAL
WEBINAR ON AUGMENTATIVE &
ALTERNATIVE  COMMUNICATION

Understanding the need of the hour,
Kolkata Regional Centre of AYJNISHD(D)
organised the webinar on ‘Augmentative
and Alternative Communication for the
Deaf’ from the perspective of updated
technology, using digital platforms. The
program was hosted by Kolkata Regional

Centre of AYJNISHD, on 10th September
2020. Major speaker of the program was
Dr Usha A Dalvi, Prof. in Speech and
Language Pathology of SRM College and
Research Centre, SRMIST, Chennai.
Participants of the program were
Audiologists and Speech & Language
Pathologists who were required to register
for the program through the webinar
platform. As per Dr Usha  A Dalvi, an expert
in the subject, Few children do not develop
speech e.g. children with autism, cerebral
palsy, the deaf-blind and some individuals
lose their speech, due to stroke, chronic
neurodegenerative diseases, other
illnesses, tumours, accident etc. Hence

there is a need for Augmentative and
Alternative Communication. People tend to
lose the ability to communicate when they
lose speech and the whole world is shut to
them. Little perseverance helps such
challenged people and they continue to
excel with the use of dedicated AAC
systems. Stephen Hawking is a notable
example. To help individuals like Stephen
Hawking and others, the AAC system is
indeed a boon. In this digital age, the AAC
system has become user friendly and it can
be adapted to suit the needs of the children
and adults. Mrs Usha Dalvi is one of the
pioneers in this field. The program was
coordinated by Mr Indranil Chatterjee, one
of the faculties in Speech and Hearing at
the Kolkata Regional Centre of
AYJNISHD(D).

CELEBRATING 70TH BIRTHDAY OF
HON’BLE PRIME MINISTER

AYJNISHD(D) joined the celebration of 70th
Birthday of Hon’ble Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi. At a function organised in
this connection with the occasion, on 17th
September 2020, MLA  and Advocate Shri
Ashish Shelar, gave funds for the distribution
of 70 hearing aids for the needy
beneficiaries. As a token few hearing aid
beneficiaries were fitted with hearing aids
after testing and diagnosis during a function.
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WEBINAR ON INFECTION
CONTROL DURING DIAGNOSIS  &
THERAPY

Understanding the need of the hour, Kolkata

regional centre of AYJNISHD(D) conducted

a webinar on ‘Infection Control in Audiology

and Speech-Language Pathology during

COVID-19 Pandemic’. The Patron of the

webinar was Dr Suni Mathew, Director,

AYJNISHD(D) and was hosted by Shri B.

Nageshwar Rao, Asst. Director, Kolkata

Regional Centre.

The Webinar was conducted on 17th July

from 11 am to 12.30 pm. The participants

of the webinar included audiologists and

speech pathologists in various part of the

country. The main speaker was Dr Krishan

Y, Prof. Department of Speech and Hearing

School of Allied Health Sciences, Manipal.

AYJNISHD(D) CONDUCTS
WEBINAR ON ROLE OF NEURAL
PLASTICITY & CRITICAL AGE

Considering the significance and the need

to reach out to the larger speech and

hearing impaired population, with the

advance in technology, a webinar was

organised by RC Kolkata of AYJNISHD(D).

The programme was organised on 20th

August 2020. The main speaker at the

webinar as Prof. Dr M.N.Nagaraja,  former

Director of SRCISH and former Incharge

Director of AYJNISHD(D).

Prof. Dr M.N.Nagaraj stressed the need for

auditory rehabilitation during the critical age

and its significance.  The program was

conducted from 11 am to 1 pm for the

rehabilitation professionals from various

parts of the country.
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WEBINAR ON LITERACY SKILLS

Dr Suni Mathew, Director AYJNISHD(D) was

one of the domain area experts for the

webinar on Management of Literacy Skills

for children with dyslexia and reading

disability. The webinar was conducted on

30th July 2020 from 2 pm to 4 pm and

coordinated by Composite Regional Centre

for Skill Development, Rehabilitation &

Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities,

Kozhikode.  led the team of experts drawn

from the field of CI and Education.

NEWS FROM CRC- AHMEDABAD

Composite Rehabilitation Centre at
Ahmedabad conducted various short term
training program for professionals and for
parents in July - September 2020. This
included the ‘Role of parents in leisure
activities of persons with disabilities’, an
online meeting of parents for ‘Management
of behaviour problems of persons with
disabilities’, ‘Play and fun activities for kids
with special needs’,     Writing readiness(Pre-
writing) skills for children with special needs’,
‘Importance of pre-reading skills for kids with
special needs’ and training in ‘Communication
skills for children with special needs (series-
2).

Besides, CRC-Ahmedabad also conducted
6 National webinars for the stakeholders on ‘
Rights of PwDs’ on 30th July, ‘Schemes for
PwDs’ on 7th August, ‘Activities to promote
eye contact and improve attention span with
CWNS’ on 28th August, ‘Understanding
Specific Learning Disabilit ies’ on 11th
September, ‘Sensitization Programme on
Balanced Diet and Healthy nutrition For
Divyangjan Children’ on 29th September,
‘Understanding basics of Sensory Integration’
on 23rd September 2020. All these programs
focus on the inclusive education of persons
with disabilities and usage of digital innovation
techniques and its implementation among the
children with special needs. Participants of
the program included rehabilitation
professionals from different parts of Gujarat
state and parents of children with special
needs.
.
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The presence of Mr Balotia’s younger
daughter, Ms Miku, a child with cerebral
palsy,  also affected COVID-19 and
recovered motivated all other attendees to
follow social distancing and wear masks at
all time and gave the message that
prevention is better than cure. “The
motivations given by Mr Shyam S Mewada,
orientation and mobility instructor, CRC-
Bhopal, gave a talk on Aatmanirbhar Bharat
and the various steps taken by the
Government of India, including the various
schemes for persons with disabilities. Mr
Qutubuddin Niyazi anchored the online
programme seamlessly. The entire program
was streamed live through youtube, ensuring
the inclusion of participants staying at home.
CRC-BHOPAL CELEBRATED
INTERNATIONAL DAY FOR THE DEAF

The International Day for the deaf was
celebrated by Composite Regional Centre,
Bhopal on 27th of September 2020 with a
webinar for NGOs on the theme of ‘Sign
language rights for all’.

The importance of understanding and
communicating through proper usage of sign
language with the persons with hearing
impairment was focussed by the domain
experts. Dr Arun Banik, Reader and Head
of the department of speech and language
pathology, AYJNISHD, Mumbai was the chief
guest and addressed all the participants
about the theme.

NEWS FROM CRC- BHOPAL

The Independence Day was celebrated at
CRC-Bhopal following guidelines for COVID
19 prevention.  Flag hoisting was done at
the centre premises by Dr G A Joshi, Officer-
in-charge in presence of the limited number
of staff members. After National Anthem, Dr
Joshi gave a motivating talk marking the
occasion. Mr Shailendra Yadav, a PwD and
Corona warrior was felicitated at the
programme. This was followed by motivating
talk by Mr Bhalotia, whose family was
affected by COVID-19 and have recently
recovered. He shared his experiences on
how they fought the COVID-19 and
recovered. The family expressed that being
brave and having will power helped them to
recover from COVID-19.




